
“One Church, One Body, One Spirit, 
 Serving All  People.” 

 

“Una Iglesia, Un Cuerpo, Un Espíritu,  
Sirviendo a todos los  pueblos.” 

 

“Koom ib Lub Tuamtsev, Koom ib Lub Cev,   
Koom ib Tug Ntsujplig, Ua Num Rua Txhuas  
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Ascension Lutheran Church 
1236 S. Layton Blvd. 

Milwaukee, WI  53215 
Phone: 414-645-2933 
Fax: 414-645-0218 

E-mail:  
ascensionlc@ameritech.net 

Web:  www.ascension-mke.org 
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THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS can now touch lives, and warm hearts their way. 
  
All associate and benefit members (age 16+) can vote to determine how Thrivent distributes 
$1,000,000 -- yes that is correct $1 million -- to 10 Lutheran and non-Lutheran charities.  You must 
be a Thrivent member or associate to vote and you must vote between April 19 and May 21, 2010. 
  
Thrivent Choice is a new program that lets members help choose where Thrivent Financial gives 
back.  Thrivent Choice also supports Lutheran organizations and congregations.   The Choice Dol-
lars part of Thrivent Choice will begin this summer, which will allow eligible members to help distrib-
ute funds to thousands of Lutheran organizations including local congregations.  More information 
will be available at a later date on line at Thrivent or in future issues of Thrivent magazine. 
  
Among the choices for the April 19 to May 21 voting are: 
ELCA World Hunger 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative 
American Heart Association 
Feed My Starving Children 
Habitat for Humanity 
  
Vote on line at Thrivent.com/choicevote or return the business reply card in the Spring issue of 
Thrivent magazine.  Remember you must vote before May 21.  If 15% of Thrivent membership          
votes before May 21, Thrivent will double the contribution and distribute a bonus $1 million to these 
national organizations.  BE PART OF THE CHOICE!!  VOTE!!!!!     

 
��������

��
��
�

����������	
���
�����

�����������
��
�����
���
�������



��������
������	
�����
����
����
� � � ��

�������

Serving Boldly Team to Host Meeting 
 

The Serving Boldly core team will host a meeting at Ascension to share with key people from the 
community details of the need for their help and support to raise the money needed for our buildings.  
The attendees will learn more about Ascension, its history, its mission and its need for help to en-
sure a successful capital campaign.  The meeting which is scheduled to take place on Monday, April 
26th at 5:30 PM will be our first introduction of Serving Boldly to the broader community. 
 
Ascension disciples know that we are in the 2nd year of our internal Building Improvement Fund 
campaign, which is the congregation’s way of supporting the campaign.  As we prepare to go out to 
the broader community, it is important that as many Ascension disciples as possible show their sup-
port by making a contribution to the Building Improvement Fund.  You can do this by simply adding a 
contribution amount to your weekly contribution, showing the amount on the outside of your enve-
lope. 
 
Our goal has been set.  We are reaching for a total of $500,000.  While this may seem like a very 
large figure, we also recognize that it will not allow us to do everything that the congregation would 
like to do.  Please consider what you can do to help us reach that goal over the next three years. 
 
We also continue to need help with the campaign itself, which will go full steam ahead the end of this 
summer.  If you can, please volunteer in whatever capacity you are comfortable to help.  If you are 
not sure exactly where your talents can best be used, talk with Marilyn Lange, team leader, or                    
Pastor Jon Jacobs. 
 
 

Ascension Endowment Board Helps to Kick Start Neede d Building Project 
 

The Serving Boldly Team and the Building & Property Team are grateful to the Ascension Endow-
ment Fund for the recent approval of a gift of $16,400 to be used along with the  Capital Improve-
ment Funds contributed by the congregation during 2009 to complete the razing of the steel cupola 
structure at the entrance to the church.  The congregation gave approval to the proposal to remove 
the steel structure at a past Congregational meeting.  The project contract is with Statz Restoration 
and Engineering Company.  We are thankful that this work will be able to begin soon.  THANK YOU. 
 

In addition to this generous gift, the Endowment has forgiven over $15,000 of our outstanding                     
interest-bearing loans.  The forgiveness of part of the loans is based on the amount that the                 
congregation members have contributed to the Capital Building Improvement Fund.                 
             (continued ) 
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The Endowment will continue to forgive $1 for $1 every gift given by the Ascension disciples in 
2010 and also in 2011.  What a wonderful way for you to make your gift to the Capital Building Im-
provement Fund count in two ways – 1) your contribution helps us to carry out needed work at the 
church and 2) your contribution results in an equal amount of our interest-bearing loans being for-
given. 
 

Pastor Vang 
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Ascension Lutheran Church of Milwaukee will be celebrating Ascension 
Day, May 13th at 7:00pm.  This worship experience has become a way 
for Ascension to worship with her “partner” congregation and over the 
last few years more congregations of the coalition as well as the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod have participated.  We hope that you find the time to 
join us in a celebration of music and sacrament.  Our Ascension Day        
offering will be given to the Milwaukee Urban Youth Ministry Fund – 
Greater Milwaukee Synod. 
  
We invite interested Churches in the Coalition as well as our Synod wide 
partners to participate by joining a Mass Choir to celebrate Ascension 
Day on Thursday, May 13th, at 7:00pm. 
 
The choirs participating so far include the choir from Ascension  
Lutheran Church, Hephatha Lutheran Church, Calvary Lutheran Church 
in Brookfield,  Kingo Lutheran Church, and Pentecost Lutheran Church.  
We would like to have more singers join us in this celebration of Christ’s ascension.   
 
We are excited to have Dr. José Rivera, the Choir Director at Kingo  Lutheran Church, conducting 
some of the music this year.  He is the Assistant Professor in Choral Music Education and Director 
of the University Choir and Men’s Chorus at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.   
 
There will be two rehearsals in April at 7:00pm.  One on Wednesday, April 21st, and the other on 
Thursday, April 29th.  The rehearsals will be held in the Choir Room at Ascension Lutheran Church 
which is located at 1236 S. Layton Blvd. 
 
The final rehearsal in May will be held on Thursday, May 13th, at 6:00pm before the 7:00pm                            
Service.  If you are interested in having your Choir sing, please contact the Music Director from                              
Ascension, Cindy Bettine at 414-218-3110.  
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CALLING YOUNG PEOPLE AT  
ASCENSION—TWELVE YEARS OF 

AGE AND UP 
 
VOLUNTEERING AT LUTHER MANOR  
SENIOR CENTER THIS SUMMER WOULD BE 
A PRODUCTIVE WAY TO BRIGHTEN THE 
LIVES OF THE RESIDENTS WITH YOUR EXU-
BERANCE AND FRESH OUTLOOK ON LIFE. 
 
IN RETURN, THERE IS SO MUCH TO 
LEARNED FROM THEM …….JUST THINK OF 
ALL THE   HISTORY THAT THEY HAVE                   

                EXPERIENCED! 
 
WHEN YOU GIVE OF YOURSELF, YOU GAIN MUCH MORE IN RETURN…..THIS MAY BE A 
CHANCE TO EXPLORE HEALTH CARE IN THE FIELD WITH A PRODESSIONAL.  IT MAY BE A 
COOL EXPERIENCE TO INCLUDE ON YOUR COLLEGE AND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION. 
 
IT’S AN OPPPORTUNITY TO TAKE PART IN FUN ACTIVITIES—PLUS YOU GET FREE FOOD! 
 
AND JUST THINK—YOU WON’T BE SAYING “I’M BORED….THERE’S NOTHING TO DO!”  COME 
TO THINK ABOUT IT, THE PEOPLE YOU WILL BE WORKING WITH PROBABLY GET A LITTLE 
BORED TOO!  SO COME CHEER THEM AND YOURSELF UP BY BEING A VOLUNTEER.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LORI SCHULTZ AT 414-4 54-3880. 
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New Ascension Disciples and Disciples Who Have Reaf firmed Their Faith 
 

We welcome these disciples to Ascension.  Here is a brief introduction to some of them.  More                  
disciples will be profiled in the next ACT. 
 

· Ninfa Rodriguez Avina —Ninfa and her children Aaron, Adam and Irina transferred from                           
Redeemer Lutheran.  Ninfa was born in Texas.  She works at Potawatomi Casino in the food 
court.  She is hoping to keep her faith strong by being involved at Ascension.  She is interested in 
a Ladies Group and helping elders and teens.  Her hobbies and interests are concerts, biking, 
picnics and outings. 

· Cheryl and John Batchelor —Cheryl came to Ascension looking for a new worship experience.  
She works at Nathan Hale High as a Secretary Assistant.  She enjoys swimming and decorating.  
John worked at GE as a finance manager but is now retired.  He enjoys bowling and spending 
time with his grandchildren.  He is interested in being and usher. 

· Diane Collins —Diane came to Ascension for community and friendship.  She became interested 
in Ascension through her friendship with Cindy Bettine.  Diane works at Elm Creative Arts School 
in Milwaukee as a paraprofessional education assistant.  Diane’s interests include history, sew-
ing, felting, knitting and almost any type of craft.  She is interested in helping with the food minis-
try. 

· Celina Garcia-Rosas and Jesus Rosas —Celina and her husband came here for an anniver-
sary party and liked the church.  They feel good coming here and find the disciples to be friendly.  
They especially like the services and the way our faith in God is manifested. 

· Guillermo Garcia —A friend introduced him to Ascension.  He especially enjoys the sermons. 
· Marge Hendrickson —Marge is well known to many of us because of her work at Ascension as 

our parish nurse.  She now joins her husband John in worship.  She is looking for community and 
spiritual growth.  Marge is interested in gardening, music and travel.  She is also interested in 
health ministry and spirituality groups.  In the past, Marge ably led such groups at Ascension. 

· Bonny Lopez —Bonny, a former assistant United States attorney and Civil Rights Trial Attorney,  
now works at Ascension as our Outreach Worker giving help and guidance not only to our Latino 
community, but anyone who needs it.  Bonny was impressed with the genuine friendliness of our 
disciples at a Christmas Concert some years back, and through the encouragement of Gloria 
Jimenez, our office manager, she was convinced that Ascension would be a welcoming worship 
community.  She is now part of a team working on Ascension pot lucks along with Heather 
Johnstone and Chua Vang. 

· Tanya Cuker and Luis Miranda —Tanya is restoring her membership at Ascension with her    
children Jose, Javier, Jonathan, Naomi, Eliseo, Aniyah and Emily.  She works as a bilingual CPA 
at Seeds of Health, WIC.  Tanya loves music  Luis owns a towing business and is interested in 
cars. 

· Kari Olson —Kari walked into Ascension after her dad’s heart attack.  She is here for worship 
and fellowship.  Kari works at Hawthorn Glen as a naturalist/attendant.  Her hobbies are music, 
singing, reading and animals. She is interested in ELCA women. 
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            Reverend Jonathan F. Jacobs, Reverend Walter Baires, Reverend Youa Kao Vang  

 

Office Manager/Admin. Asst.  Gloria Jiménez 
Business Office    Heidi Barrett, Greg Joers 
Outreach Worker                 Bonny Lopez 
Food Ministry    Linda Estes 
Senior Ministry                Pastor Elizabeth Baires 
Choir Director     Cynthia Bettine 
Bell Choir Director   Roxanne Carloni 
Choir Director Emeritus     Ray Dietrich 
Organist       Leonhard  Rose 
Sound and Technical Support  Diane Loppnow, Jeff Strothenke 
Maintenance                     Carlos Ruiz, Mike Witters 

 

 

 Latino Band    
    Margie Garcia, José Guerrero, Magdiel Pérez,  

Cándido Rosas,  Laura Ruíz, Luis Torres  
�

Office Volunteers 
Sharon Drake, Grace Fiedler, Jan Fox, Lorraine Mysliwski,  

Phyllis Wescott, Daniel Villanueva 
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Ascension Lutheran Church  
1236 S. Layton Boulevard  
Milwaukee, WI 53215 
 

DO NOT DELAY  
TIME VALUE DATA  

April, 2010 
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